
 

 

 

 

Pictured above right is Itanish Wolde sorting 

coffee. She is a member of the Negele Gorbitu 

group, part of OCFCU. ©Eric St-Pierre (FI) 

 

 

Altitude: 1,300 – 2,200m 

 

Average plot of land: 1.5 ha 

 

Coffee variety Arabica: Yirgacheffe, 

Sidamo, Limu, Wollega  

 

Processing: Washed and natural 

 

Typical cup  

Yirgacheffe: Jasmine and floral 

Sidamo: Spicy. Limu: Winy and lemon.  

Wollega: Fruity 

 

Cupping score: Above 85 

 

Harvest: September – March 

 

Volume potential: 34,000 MT 

 

 Oromia  

 Coffee 

 Ethiopia 

FLO ID 897 

Fairtrade certified since 2002 

Number of members over 35,000 
 

 

Introduction 

Oromia Coffee Farmers Cooperative Union or OCFCU is the largest Fairtrade coffee 

producer in Ethiopia, founded in 1999. As the birthplace of coffee, the Oromia region is 

home to unique and diverse native plant species. Two-thirds of the country’s coffee is 

grown in this region. 

OCFCU pays 70% of its net profit back to the cooperatives and the cooperatives also 

pay 70% of their profit to the member farmers. This shows that farmers are benefited by 

being paid three times in one coffee season. This has enabled OCFCU to grow from 34 

primary cooperatives representing 22,691 household farmers to 360 primary 

cooperatives representing 332,393 household farmers and 90,000 USD initial capital to 

20,763,000 USD capital. The life of farmers has improved and has also got social service 

in their village. 

OCFCU now have a cupping lab for quality control located at its office and have massive 

central facility for technical, financial, administrative and also high tech processing facility 

namely elan,Dire Dawa and Kality with capacity of 5-7 tons per hour, 3-4 tons per hour, 

11 tons per hour respectivly. The processing facility has created jobs for more than 2,000 

Seasonal employees.  

OCFCU have recently created its own members bank which is one of the greatest 

benefits to its own members for the much needed pre-harvest financing. They also 

provide their farmers with insurance options to cover coffee against loss.     

 

Fairtrade in action 

OCFCU has constructed four fully-equipped health clinics for the whole community and 

supports the running costs. OCFCU is also training young women in setting up 

microenterprises – a vital means of income for the household. OCFCU provides financial 

contributions to people who have suffered natural disasters and OCFCU have also set 

up a fund for repairing equipment if it fails. 

 

Benefits of Fairtrade 

The members of GRAPOS face problems such as poor road infrastructure, an 

unpredictable climate and increasing pests and diseases. Being organized in a Fairtrade 

cooperative has meant that the coffee community can begin to address these issues.  

The majority of OCFCU’s Fairtrade coffee is grown organically under a canopy of acacia 

and oak trees supporting bird populations in a rich soil. All six varietals of ocfcu’s coffee 

are award-winning. 

Coffee is grown among cardamom, ginger, papaya and sweet potatoes, creating ideal 

conditions for a unique coffee. OCFCU runs training for farmers on sustainable, bird-

friendly techniques, composting and natural fertilizers. 

  


